ICO                       CABINET MISSION IN INDIA
Congress having once asreed to enter the constituent
assembly could say that it did not wish to participate in
grouping. The correspondence published so far does not
contain any evidence of the Cabinet Delegation having
accepted the Congress interpretation of the grouping clause*
On the contrary, the Cabinet Mission had made it clear that
the Congress interpretation of the clause was not in accord
with the intentions of the Cabinet Mission.
Dealing with the proposed Union Government, Mr,
Patwardhan said that the subjects allotted to the centre
clearly left out finances and economic policy. No Govern*
ment could be strong unless it had the power over the purse
and could co-ordinate and direct the economic policy of the
whole country.
Mr. Patwardhan made it clear that his opposition to the
grouping clause was not because it helped the Muslim League*
but because behind the grouping proposal was the Clive
Street European capitalists. The Clive Street interests had
exploited the country all these years and under rhe new
proposal also they would continue their exploitation.
44 The British tell us that they are ready to quit, but they
have not told us that the vested interests they have created
in this country during the past hundred and fifty years will
also quit.
*4 Once we enter the constituent assembly, I am sure we
will be engrossed in quarrels after quarrels and we shall not
be able to do any real work."
Gandhiji, Maulana Azad and Pandit Nehru put forth all
their wisdom and eloquence to give vent to their feelings to
satisfy the socialist critics as well as other nationalist units
who were against the decision.
** I know that there are many defects," said Gandhiji, " in
the constituent assembly scheme, but then it is in your
power to improve it or to bury it. The constituent
assembly scheme looks like iron ore. We can convert it
into pure gold by our own efforts. Whatever loopholes
there are can be remedied. My advice to you is to accept the
scheme even in spite of its defects, for as satyagrahis we have
no reason, to be afraid of anything. I feel that the scheme
is capable of improvement and therefore my urge is in favour
erf its acceptance."